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December 1794. | 


HavinG looked over theſe re- 
flections with attention, I will de- 


fire that they may be well printed , 


and that fix copies may be given 


to each of my children; hoping 


that theſe may remind them of 


the true and honeſt ſentiments of 


their father, at different times, in 
his better days; and that they may 


accuſtom themſelves thereby to 


improve their lives more and more 


every day, by a ſtudy of the ſcrip- 
tures. | 


N. B. A later confideration occaſioned 


me to anticipate the printing. 
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SERIOUS REFLECTIONS. , 


December 1788. 


Wren I profeſs that J can admit, for 
myſelf, no other object of worſhip, nor 


any article of faith, except what is 


found to be clearly delineated, and ſet 


forth in the ſcriptures, I conceive, that 
I ſpeak the language, and coincide with 
the principles and ſpirit of a proteſtant, 
or rather, of a Chriſtian proteſtant, in 
the genuine ſenſe of that appellation. 


From the beſt ſearch that I have 


been able to make into the holy writ- 


L 3 
ings, aſſiſted by the moſt unbiaſſed at- 
tention to a great part of the very volu- 
minous learning, produced by the ableſt 
commentators and woken” on each ſide 
of the queſtion, I am confirmed in my 
belief, that there is but One God only, 
who ought to be acknowledged and 
worſhipped as ſuch by all his creatures, 
and that he is the Creator and Governor 


of the univerſe. 


It appears to me impoſſible, that a 
queſtion of ſo great magnitude and im- 
portance, for the regulation of the fu- 
ture conduct of mankind, as this © of 
the knowledge, where divine worſhip 
ought to be addreſſed, could ever have 


been left, but under the plaineſt direc- 


tions -by our blefſed Saviour, if any 


4 
other, beſides the ſupreme God and Fa- 


ther of the univerſe, was to be worſhip- 


ped; when our Lord communicated the 


will, the mercy, and infinite goodneſs 


of his, and our heavenly Father, to his 


diſciples, and | through them to after 


ages. 


To rest divine worſhip, as due to 


any other than to the only living, eter- 
nal, and inviſible God, on the doubtful 


interpretations of a few texts from ſcrip- 
ture, and theſe contradictory to the uni- 


verſal tenor of both teſtaments, is, in 


my humble opinion, to place it on 


ground too weak to ſupport a doctrine 


much leſs material, than this is, to us all. 


— 


Moreover, a state of doubt on ſo 
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efſential an object would be inconſiſ- 


tent with the conviction we mult feel 
of the love, which Chriſt has ſhewn to 
all of us, and likewiſe, with the infinite 
mercy of God demonſtrated to abies 
throughout; but particularly manifeſted 
by ſending Jeſus Chriſt our Lord to 
point out to us the ways of ſalvation. 
This conſideration alone, were there no 
others, would convince me, that, if any 
deviation from ſo ſolemn an article of 
the old law as this of divine worſhip, 
had been intended the ſame would 
have been laid down and explained in 
the moſt plain, direct, and emphatical 


manner poſſible. 


I do moſt ſincerely believe in Jeſus 


Chriſt, and am convinced that he was 


x 
b ” 
. 


DOR,” IP”; 2. 
PP PETS IEA® if, 0 2 W 
hat, 1 8 * 1 > * "3, 
7 29 s 


„ 
38 


14 


(x9 73 


the Meffiah promiſed in the Old Teſta- 


ment, and ſent by our heavenly Father, 
in order that, through his beloved Son, 
the glad tidings following ſhould be 
made known to all mankind, namely, 
the bountiful afſurance that they ſhould 


ariſe again from death, and, by a con- 


formity to the dictates of his goſpel, 


might inherit alſo eternal life and hap- 
pineſs in another world; that, on a fin- 
cere repentance, and a thorough amend- 


ment of their lives, the ſins of every one 


Will be forgiven to them; and alſo that 


all ſuch who frame their conduct ſuit- 


ably to the precepts of his bleſſed goſpel, 


according to the beſt means and lights; 
wherewith they happen to be endowed, 
will be received hereafter into the king- 


dom of heaven. 


( 70 )) 

Whether Chriſt pre-exiſted at all, 
or not, in what manner, or from what 
time, I find in ſcripture no ſufficient 
ground or neceſſity to make this point 
a matter of faith; and this both comforts 
and rejoiceth me. 'Therefore, as it ap- 
pears to me to affect in no ſhape the 
belief in, and the mighty benefits of, the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, I cannot adopt the 
_ affirmative under theſe circumſtances; 
but J humbly leave it (as, on theſe con- 
fiderations, I preſume to think, that it 
is the will of God it ſhould be left) 
to be cleared up hereafter. It may not 
perhaps be diſpleaſing to God, that 
pious, or learned, and well-intentioned 
perſons ſhould ruminate and form their 
conjectures on theſe high ſubjects; but, 


I conceive, that no man ſhould offer, for 


1 
the belief of others, his opinions on 
them, unleſs with the utmoſt deference, 
and adducing proof from ſcripture ſuf- 


ficient to juſtify his way of thinking. 


If I am in any error, and under any 
miſtake in theſe ſentiments, I earneſtly 
beg of Almighty God, that I may be 
convinced of it, and that he will pardon 
in me my ignorance, and that he will 
enlighten my underſtanding by his 
Holy Spirit, and lead me into the way 
of truth, eſtabliſhing me in the ſame 


more and more every day. 


Ped 
oy 


December 1 789. 


To the obſervations of. the foregoing 
date I would with to add, that, in my 
humble judgment, the exemplary pat- 

tern of the life of our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt has, or ought to have, a much 

ſtronger impreſſion and effect on our 
minds and our lives, upon the ſuppo- 

ſition of his never having exiſted pre- 
viouſly to his being born of the Virgin 

Mary; or, in other words, of Jeſus 

Chriſt having been a man, liable, as we 

ak, to all the weakneſs of human na- 

ture; but, © to whom God gave not the 

Spirit by meaſure.” 
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December 25, 1789. 


How much is it not to be lamented, 


that the ſervice in our Liturgy, on the 
partaking of the Lord's ſupper, 1s not 


cleared from the declarations which are 


ſo injudiciouſly, and certainly ſo unne- 


ceflarily, inſerted into it? Some of theſe, 


being little underſtood, and ſome others 


miſtaken, deter numbers from joining 


in partaking of that holy rite, inſtituted 


and commanded by Chriſt himſelf to be 


often obſerved. 


A few omiſſions in the ' prayers 


would render this ſervice very ſuitable, 


to comprehend large denominations of 


( 14 ) 
Chriſtians, who cannot join with the 


congregation at preſent, and acquit 


themſelves to their own conſciences; 


and who cannot bring their minds to 


do, as I have this day done, by joining 
devoutly, where I could; and in humble ; 
ſilence ſubmitting myſelf, where I could 
not join, to the direction of that light 
only which it has pleaſed God to grant 
unto me; praying earneſtly to be led 
into the ways of truth, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our blefled Lord and Maſter. 


N. B. Separate invocations perſon- 


ally to Chriſt, and hkewiſe to the Holy 


Ghoſt, or Spirit, as to the Deity—Are 
theſe ſo neceſſary, on this occaſion, even 


to a trinitarian, when it would be ſo 


_ defirable, and material, that Chriſtians, 


( 38 ] 


of as many denominations as poſſible, 


could cordially join in this ſolemn rite? 
Theſe invocations did form no part of 
the original inſtitution: wherefore, if | I 
the omiſſion of them, without direct al- 
terations, would probably effect a pur- 
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poſe ſo ſalutary, ought it not to be ar- 
dently deſired? 95 
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December 30, 1790. 


I am more firmly attached daily to 
the belief, that Jeſus Chriſt did not pre- 
exiſt, before he was born of the Virgin 
Mary. The texts which are uſually 
adduced in proof of the oppoſite doc- 
trine, are capable of being interpreted 
ſo very differently, and ſo conformably 


to the whole tenor of the ſcriptures; 


and theſe have been ſtated ſo clearly, 


and by none refuted to the ſatisfaction 
of my mind, that I am fully perſuaded 
« that nothing in ſcripture calls on us to 
believe in the pre-exiſtence of Chriſt:” 


wherefore, I do profeſs, that I believe, 


TS. 


that Jeſus was a man; one in our own 
nature, and that his example, and alſo 
his precepts, were deſigned to direct us 
in our duty, as well as to afford us the 
greateſt poſſible encouragement and 
conſolation in the regular diſcharge of 
it, by the joyful tidings he bore from 
his, and our heavenly Father of the 
conditions, under which our ſins would 
be forgiven; and ourſelves received into 


eternal life.“ 


As to the intent and purport of the 
ſufferings and death of Chriſt for his 
own and our future happineſs, I pro- 
poſe, in a ſeparate place, to put down 
my humble concluſion on this great con- 
ſideration, as to the true ſenſe in which 


theſe are conveyed to us in Scripture. 
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January 1791. 


In believing Jeſus Chriſt to have been 
a man, one in our own nature, I muſt 
not be underſtood to conſider it to be 
an article of faith requiſite, or neceſſary 
for ſalvation. But, I muſt think, that 
the belief in the divinity of Chriſt, and 
the invocation of him, as God, in con- 
ſequence, cannot but be diſpleaſing to 
the Almighty, as breaking his firſt, great 
and unrepealed commandment; and that 
every man, who has the talents ſuitable, 


together with the means to inquire diſ- 


paſſionately into a truth of this impor- 


. tance, and who omits to do it, and ſtill 


more, he who wilfully neglects. it, has 


much to anſwer for. 


WS.” 


TS} 

And, I do conceive, that thoſe are 
much more culpable, who have preſumed 
to fetter his creatures by forcing them at 
all, in their belief, or creeds, and parti- | 
cularly, beyond the plain directions of 


His revealed will. 


God's firſt and great command was 
delivered early to the Jews; and appears 
in a peculiar manner, to be ratified in 
as many clear and emphatical words by 
our Lord: the whole conduct and doc- 


trine of Jeſus Chriſt confirming the ſame. 


Surely a new doctrine, calculated to 
unhinge all the old notions of the Jews 
which were founded on ſuch a poſitive 
law from Heaven, would have required, 


and if ſo, would have had the moſt evi- 


1 
dent declaration of its being the divine 
will, that © we ſhould from that time 
forward conſider Jeſus Chriſt to have 
been equal to God himſelf, and that we 
ſhould addreſs our prayers to him ac- 


cordingly.“ 


Let miniſters and teachers of reli- 
gion; let fathers of families, and others, 
who are enforcing a belief of a myſtical 
union in the Godhead, which the reaſon 
of man cannot reach, or comprehend, 
and which the ſcriptures do no where 
direct; let them be aware, that they are 
uſing a moſt unwarrantable authority 
over the conſciences of their fellow- 
creatures, for which they will be ulti- 
mately to anſwer to the Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the One only true 


X WW 


God, who on this very head has been 
pleaſed to ſtyle himſelf a Jealous God: 
and alſo that, if they ſhould be in an 
error, (which I conceive them to be) 
they become dangerouſly reſponſible for 
the reſtraints they have preſumed to lay 


on the conſciences of others. 


March 5, 1791. 
ſation and religion, I confidently reſt my 


only hopes of immortality; and with 
thankfulneſs for ſo great a boon, I truſt 


Ox the truth of the Chriſtian diſpen- 
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to the mercy of God towards me, who 


ſtand ſo much in need of it. 
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January „5 1702: 


WEN I conſider the declarations of 
St. Paul, I muſt believe that the exalta- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf to that ſitu- 
ation of power, dominion, and authority, 
where the Almighty has placed him, 
was in conſequence of his ſubmiſſion to 
thoſe ſufferings and to that death, which 
were ſo efficacious (perhaps ſo neceſſary) 
to his own glory and to the future hap- 
pineſs of eng 
8 \ 

The moral government of ad uni- 

verſe is, for wiſe reaſons, I am confi. 


kept more hidden from us, even than 
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( 24 ) 

the laws of nature: and although the 
preſent age has acquired knowledge, as 
to the latter, far ſuperior to all preced- 
ing ages, even theſe laws are, as yet, 
but partially opened to us. However 

every freſh diſcovery tends more and 
more to ſtrengthen our ideas of the 
power, wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs of 
the Creator of the univerſe: and though 

it may be allowable for us to reaſon by 
analogy from the natural to the moral 
government of the world; yet, it will 


probably never be given to man, in the 


preſent ſtate, to know the preciſe cauſe, 


for which God hath ſeen it neceflary, 


that the ſufferings of one ſinleſs in- 
4 | dividual ſhould become eſſential in for- 
I | warding God's mercies intended for 


4 mankind. 


( 25+) 

As ſubjects of this kind will proba- 
bly never be revealed to man on this fide. 
of the grave, they muſt be ranked con- 
ſequently among thoſe articles, the be- 
lief of which cannot be neceflary to ſal- 
vation. Notwithſtanding, I reſt fully 
perſuaded, that whenever, or wherever, 
the true cauſe and reaſon for the means, 
which the beneficent Creator of the 
univerſe has fixed on, for his bountiful 
purpoſes to mankind, ſhall be explained 
to his creatures, they will redound 
equally with all his other works, to the 


Juſtice, honour, and glory, of our Al- 


mighty Father. 


TY. 


April 21, 1792. 


I musT obſerve here, that I do ſtill 
differ from many excellent men, with 

whom, almoſt generally, I agree on | 
other theological points and doctrines. 
For, ſo far from thinking that Jeſus 
Chriſt is to be included now in the 

number of © beings, that cannot hear, 
or help us,” I muſt declare, that I can 
find nothing in ſcripture to warrant the 
ſuppoſition, but many expreſſions tend- 
ing to a contrary concluſion. My rea- 
ſon, likewiſe, will not allow me to 
conceive, that the ſame being, who, 


before he had received the reward of 


E 
his perfe& obedience, great ſufferings, 
and conſequent exaltation, could tell 
Nathaniel what Philip had faid to him 
under the fig tree; and who did give 
numberleſs other inſtances, in proof of 
his. knowledge of the inmoſt thoughts 
of men, ſhould be, after receiving the 
great reward on account of his infinite 
merit, (being gifted from God with all 
power in heaven and earth,) leſs capa- 
ble of penetrating into the receſſes of 
our hearts, or that he can be placed 
now, at a greater diſtance from the 
knowledge of all things, than he was, 
while he was a dweller on earth. How- 
ever, though I humbly conceive that 
Jeſus Chriſt can, and may hear us; yet 
I preſume, and do firmly believe, that 
he would equally be offended, at being 


<a 


(8) \ 


n by any of his followers, as 
the Deity, or indeed, as an object of 
that divine worſhip, which, under both 
diſpenſations, as I conceive, the ſcrip- 
_ tures repreſent to be due only to the 
Almighty Father and Creator, the ever 
living God. 


( 29 ) 


June 10, 1793. 


I acceer with thankfulneſs and vene- 
ration the ſcriptures of the Old and New | 
Teſtaments, as containing the revealed 
will of God to mankind: and it 1s my. 
fervent hope and prayer, that God will 
be pleaſed to extend the progreſs of ſci- 
ence, and with it, the knowledge of his 
truth; and that the ſacred writings may 
become thereby as pure for Chriſtians 
in theſe late ages, as they were, when 
delivered to thoſe, who early believed 
in the divine miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 


On the prophetic parts of ſcripture, 


can have no doubt in attributing theſe 


Le 


to inſpiration; wherewith the writers 


were endowed at the time, and for 
ſpecial purpoſes. But, to conſider the 
writers of the Old and New Teſta- 

ments, as infallible, (as it is generally 
taught) is in my humble opinion, to fix 
dangerous obſtacles in the way of Chriſ- 
tianity, and to add unneceflary difficul- 
ties to the underſtanding of the holy 
writings, and to the acceptance of them, 
which they in no way warrant: Beſides, 
the differing relations, contained in thoſe 
writings, of the ſame events, can never 
admit ſuch a claim, on any principle of 
ſound reaſon. Being fully perſuaded, 
that the apoſtles were all well autho- 
rized, by the leſſons they had received 


from their heavenly Maſter, as well as 


by the peculiar gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
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(a 1) 


as alſo by the divine communications 
made to ſome of them to teach and 
preach the doctrines, which we find in 
the ſcriptures; I value all their narra- 


tions, though they may, and do differ 


from each other often in particulars, 


and ſometimes in facts; as I conſider 
them to be the fair accounts of plain, 
honeſt men, who were delivering down 
to poſterity ingenuouſly the relations of 
tranſactions, as they themſelves con- 


ceived that they had paſſed, or, corre- 


: ſponding to the point of time, in which 


| ſome of the diſciples, who were preſent, 


had actually viewed them. 


| Whoever does admit the difference 
among the writers to be real, adds ſup- 


port at the ſame time effectually to the 


( 3% ) 


argument againſt any charge of a pre- 
concerted ftory among the evangeliſts, 
and certainly advances the credit to be 
given to the whole goſpel; by rendering 
uſeleſs that weapon, which the unbe- 
liever brandiſhes at preſent with much 


exultation againſt the religion of Chriſt: 


but, I humbly conceive, that the notion 


generally inculcated, concerning * the 
perpetual inſpiration of the apoſtles and 
evangeliſts,” has much more aſſiſted the 
cauſe of infidelity, which in its turn will 
recede, in proportion as our divines, be- 
coming each day more liberal in their 
opinions, ſhall advance to a candid ad- 


miſſion, that the apoſtles were fallible, 


and not at all times directed by the 


Holy Spirit. 
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June 10, 1794. 


Mr own unenlightened reaſon had ever 
revolted againſt the church doctrine of 
original fin, as wholly incompatible 


with the divine attributes of a benevo- 


_ Tent, beneficent, and omnipotent God: 


and my mind received great comfort, 
when I found that ſcripture, ſo far from 
juſtifying an idea ſo derogatory to the 
honour and glory of the Deity, does, 
through its whole tenor, furniſh ample 
ground for concluding againſt this ſad, 
and, I truſt, unſupported doctrine. And, 
I flatter myſelf, that, on full inveſtiga- 


tion, it will be ſeen plainly by every 
© | 


( 34 ) 

unprejudiced perſon, that the texts 
which are commonly quoted, and ad- 
duced as the moſt forcible, in ſupport 
of this belief, have meanings quite dif- 
ferent, from the 5 1ſt, or penitential 
pfalm of David, down to the expreſſion 
of any of the apoſtles, which may be 


reckoned moſt to favour the ſuppoſition. 


The declarations of Jeſus Chriſt him- 
{elf are ſo plain, and ſo irreconcileable 
with the doctrine in queſtion, that the 
wonder is the greater, that it ever ſhould 
have been ftarted under Auguſtin and 
his followers; and ſtill a ſo, that it 
ſhould be received down to the preſent 
days, as an article of faith, by ſo many 
Chriſtian churches, as well proteſtant 


as popiſh. 
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Mar. xviii. 3.“ Except ye be converted, and 


become as little children, ye ſhall not enter 


into the kingdom of heaven.” 


Mar. xix. 14. © But Jeſus ſaid, Suffer little 


children, and forbid them not to come 
unto me, for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
heaven.“ | 
Mark x. 14, gives the very fame words, 
Lokk xviii. 17. © VerilyI ſay unto you, Who- 


| ſoever ſhall not receive the kin gdom of 


God as a little child, ſhall in no wiſe enter 


therein.” 


( 36 ) 


March 1796. 
To determine ſatisfactorily to one's own 
mind, the ſcripture account of the uſe, 


and intent of the death of Chriſt, is not 


an eaſy queſtion. That Chriſt came into 


the world to ſave, or, redeem ſinners, 


is a point allowed, I conceive, by Chriſ- 


tians of all denominations, who are not 


agreed, but have long diſputed on the 
true underſtanding of the ſcripture 


notion of redemption or deliverance. 


The offer of reconciliation, that 
gracious promiſe of pardon upon re- 


pentance, followed by a newneſs of 


life, was made by Jeſus Chriſt, previ- 


ouſly to his ſuffering, and was commit- 


* 


E & ] 


ted to his apoſtles, after him: We 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead,” ſays St. 
Paul, © be ye reconciled to God; i. e. 
by repenting and turning to God, and 


by doing works meet for repentance. 


In order to pals a fair judgment on 
any conteſted matter rightly, every pre- 
judice (thoſe of education with the reſt) 
ought to be laid aſide. We may then 
diſpaſſionately inquire whether the whole 
tenor of the New Teſtament does, or 
does not, incline to repreſent the proper 
notion of ſcripture redemption or recon- 
ciliation to conſiſt in a deliverance from 
the practice and guilt of ſin, to be ef- 
fected by ſincere repentance, followed 
by a total amendment of life, on our 


part; to which the merciful goodneſs 
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( 38 ) 
of 'God has vouchſafed to annex the 
forgiveneſs of all paſt ſins, and offences: 


to notity and reveal which to mankind, 


as alſo to teach the means, and beſeech 


us © to be reconciled to God,” Jeſus 


Chriſt was the great inſtrument, the 


miniſter and the mediator. 


One material point merits all the 
conſideration that may be given to it:— 
Can the ſuffering being voluntary, or 


the innocence of a vicarious ſufferer, 


poſſibly add any merit whatever to the 


ſinner, or render the real offender other, 
than he is, in the fight of God? It is 
not here diſputed, but that the Almighty 
could have choſen theſe, or any other 
terms, he had thought fit to have ac- 
cepted, as the juſtification of his ſinful 
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( 399). 


| creatures.— Still guilt is, and muſt be 


perſonal, being a conſciouſneſs of an 
action contrary to God's law, and ap- 
prehenſion of the puniſhment annexed 
to it. The queſtion, therefore, to be 
examined, is not what the Almighty 
might or could have choſen, as the 


means for his gracious and merciful 


purpoſes towards men: but what the 


ſcriptures hold out to us, that he did 
chooſe: and the more theſe means are 


found to be conformable to reaſon, juſ- 


tice, and mercy, the more, ſurely, they 


muſt be in uniſon with the invariable 


attributes of the Deity. On theſe po- 


ſitions, if they be juſt, a ſatigfaction, in 


the nature of that which is contended 
for by many, would not be poſſible: 


and it would be equally unneceſſary, 
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(49) 
becauſe God could pardon ſinners upon 


their ſincere repentance, and amend- 


ment, ſurely, without any impeach ment 
on his juſtice, or derogation from the 


dignity of his moral government, or 


from the honour of his laws. The Old 
Teſtament calls and invites throughout 
ſinners to repentance—To what end, if 
pardon could not be attained by it, in 
conſequence of a thorough amendment 
of their lives? Wherefore, I anſwer; 
in order, as I humbly conceive, that 
thoſe perſons, who, in the remoteſt ages, 
ſhould have turned, or had turned away 
from their ſins, -and had corrected their 


evil ways, ſhould ſtand juſtified, by the 


will of God, equally with thoſe who 


were afterwards to receive the glad 


tidings of the pre-determined bounty 


E i} 
_— God, by the promiſe of a reſurrection 
to life eternal, reſerved to be made ma- 


nifeſt by the miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Let me add, that this unlimited bounty 
from God, as it reaches back to our firſt 


progenitors; ſo it is but juſt to conclude, 
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that it embraces all thoſe nations, who 


1 


have not heard of Chriſt, or of his goſpel; 


5 


and alſo every other, where it formerly 


has been preached, and loſt again, through 
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the corruptions of its genuine doctrine. 


Further; Is God diſpleaſed, accord- 
ing to the ſeripture account, with any 
thing in man but ſin2—What is it, that 
propitiates him, or n that diſ- 
pleaſure, but forſaking of ſin, and new- 


neſs of life? If ſo, may not Chriſt, who 


(42 ) 
teaches us this method of being recon- 


ciled to God, together with the gracious 


aſſurance annexed to it, of eternal hap- 


pineſs, be fairly and properly called the 


propitiation of our ſins? 


Many learned and pious Chriſtians 
have been, and are of opinion, and with 
them I agree, that the not removing the 
cup from our Lord, when he earneſtly 
deſired to be relieved from his expected 
ſuffering, did not ariſe from a conſider- 
ation of Jeſus's death being abſolutely 
neceflary to ſatisfy God's juſtice; but 
from the appointment of that divine 
wiſdom, and reflitude, which ſaw this 
method to be moſt ſuitable, and more 
effeftual, than any other, for his gra- 
CLOUS deſigns for the ſalvation of man. 
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(4) 

To teach that the ſufferings and 
death of Chriſt are of ſuch infinite vir- 
tue for the pardon of fin, that upon 
theſe we are to depend, making ſo little 
account of our good actions, as to think 
them acceptable to God, only through 
the ſatisfaction made by his Son, is a 


doctrine which, I fear, may deceive the 
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weak, the ignorant, and the careleſs 
Chriſtian, into a confident reliance on ; 
the merits and efficacy of Chriſt's death, 
which ſcripture will not be found to 
warrant: and ſuch perſons ſtill adhering 
to ſome darling vice, may flatter them- 
ſelves with the belief- of peace, where 15 4 9 
no peace is promiſed in the goſpel to 


offenders of this deſeription. 


I incline to cloſe this reflection, by 


( 44 ) 


agreeing in opinion with thoſe, who 


think © that there is in ſcripture, no 


real foundation for the notion of the 


ſatisfaction by the death of Chriſt, being 
all prevailing to the extent, it is ſo 


commonly repreſented to be; and that 


the redemption, or deliverance, that 


1s in Chriſt Jeſus, means only that gra- 
cious method of pardon upon repent- 


ance, which God hath vouchſafed to 


accept as juſtification, recovering there- 


by mankind from ſin and deſtruction; 


and on conditions reſtoring them to his 


favour, with the additional promiſe of 


eternal happineſs in another world, of 


which glad tidings Jeſus Chriſt was the 


meſſenger, the preacher, and the medi- 


ator. 


( 46 } 


April 17, 1 


WHENEVER it is conceded that a doc- 
trine lies beyond the reach of the human 
underſtanding to be comprehended; 
whether it be the doctrine of the trinity 
in unity, or that of the atonement, ac- 
cording to the Articles of the Church of 
England, it muſt follow, that the belief 
of ſuch doctrine cannot conſequently 
appear to any rational mind to be ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation: otherwiſe, the mer- 
_ ciful Creator of the univerſe would be 
made to require the belief of that, which 
the minds of his creatures are not framed 


to underſtand. 


( 46 


Arrogant, indeed, is the theology of 
thoſe who do, or would, inforce the 
belief of ſuperſtitious, or inexplicable 
opinions, as divine truths, annexing to 
them the hard condition, either of faith 
in theſe, or (if that is unattainable) of 


eternal puniſhment hereafter. 


Far otherwiſe, I conceive, ſpeaks the 
conciliating language of the goſpel of 


our beneyolent Lord and Maſter. 


( & ) 


March 14, 1 797. 


Tross perſons who reſt their expecta- 
tions and confidence of a future life on 
the belief of the natural immortality of 
the ſoul, will find themſelves involved, 
as I conceive, in inextricable difficulties, 
when they ſit down to a fair and full 
conſideration of all that relates to this 


moſt important ſubject. 


Whereas, he, who believes * the 
truth of Chriſtianity, and who confides 
in the aſſurances of the goſpel, has no 
occaſion to fly to any metaphyſical diſ- 


quiſitions: for he feels at once that God, 


(#3 
who was able to create him originally, 
has promiſed, through Jeſus Chriſt, to 
raiſe him again to life at the laſt day; 
that He, who has done the firſt, has 
equally power to perform the ſecond, 
and has deigned to give an irrefragable 
proof of both, by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus himſelf from the dead. 


— 


CONCLUSION. 


LeT not any of my friends, my ac- 
| quaintance, or, (if I may be allowed) 
the world in general, imagine, that I 
could preſume to embrace a form of 
public worſhip differing eſſentially from 
that of the church, in which I was bred, 
without motives conſidered to be ſuf- 
ficient to juſtify my conduct. I am 
aware of all the reſponſibility which 
falls upon me, on my own account, as 
well as on that of others: and, if I had 
done this haſtily, through levity, or 
without that confideration, and ample 
inveſtigation, which ſo awful a deciſion 


requires, or without a full perſuaſion 
_ 


193 

that many unſcriptural doctrines and 
errors were contained and maintained 
in the Articles, &c. of that Church, I 
ſhould indeed ſtand chargeable with a 
very high offence. i 


But, as I can ſolemnly aver, that I 
have acted from the ſincere conviction 
of my own mind, I flatter myſelf that 
I ſhall ſtand acquitted, at leaſt, in the 
eſtimation of thoſe, to whom I am beſt 


known. That the reſponſibility, I have 


taken on myſelf weighs often on my 


mind, and 1s mixed with no ſmall de- 


gree of alarm, I will not pretend to 


deny: ſtill, when I compare what I do 


feel, with that which I ſhould have 
ſuffered; had I acted againft the con- 


viction of my head and heart, in a point 


(0 3 
ſo effential of my duty to God and man, 
J find a comfort and relief, which the 
whole world could not, in the other 
| caſe, have offered to me. 

However, I have daily to lament, 
and I do regret with the moſt heartfelt 
ſorrow, that, I turned not my thoughts 
more ſeriouſly to religion, and particu - 
larly to all that related to that of Chriſt, 

- wnedl had loſt ſo many of the beſt days 
of my life in the purſuits of every ſenſe- 
leſs diffipation of the times, or in an 
indulgence in the faſhionable vices of 


the age. 


Happy ſhall I. be, if by any thing 
that has fallen from, or may fall from 


me, I ſhould be inſtrumental in rouzing 


(i 2 
others to an earlier attachment to the 
pure religion of the goſpel, and © to 
remember their Creator in the days of 
their youth, while the evil days come 
not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
they ſhall ſay, they have no pleaſure in 
them.” Although a thorough change 
of diſpoſition and of conduct has brought 
an inexpreſſible comfort to my mind; 
yet, let no one imagine, that I poſſeſs 
the dne confidence which I know, 1 
ſhould have felt, could I have viewed 
the days of my youth, even with as 
little reproach, as, I truſt, I have paſſed 
theſe later years. Of this one truth, 
however, let all young perſons reſt aſ- 
ſured, that, if they are reaſonably ſatiſ- 
fied with themſelves as they are; they 
would become infinitely more truly 


(38-2 
happy, by drawing from the precepts 


of the goſpel the rule for their conduct 


through life. And I may declare, that 
in an advanced age I am now enjoying 
ſo much more ſolid comfort, by truſting 
to the mercies of God, through the 
goſpel of his Son, than I ever did in 
any of the days of my follies; nor would 
I exchange it for any condition of youth, 
wealth, or worldly joys, accompanied 
by a vicious courſe. 1 have mentioned, 
on another occaſion, that my intercourſe 
with the world raiſed in me a ſuſpicion, 
which the obſervation of every day con- 
firmed, that many perſons, in the more 
elevated ranks of life eſpecially, had 
little, or no belief in the truth of the 
Chriſtian religion. This ſuſpicion in- 


creaſed my deſire to examine with an 
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6 
unprejudiced attention the principles, 
on which the truth of Chriſtianity was 
faid to be founded: from the exami- 
nation I ſaw abundant reaſon to con- 
clude, that the Chriſtian religion was 
promulgated to mankind by a perſon, 
ſent by, and acting under the authority 
of the ſupreme Creator, and preſerver 
of the univerſe. It was alſo apparent 
to me, that this religion had been cor- 
rupted from very early times by various 
means; and that theſe  corruptions being 


— — 2 


miſtaken for eſſential parts of it, had, 
in my opinion, been the cauſe of ren- 
dering the whole religion incredible to 
many men of fonts, ho, on * ex- 
amination, would ſoon have diſcovered, 
that Chriſtianity ſtood on ſolid ground, 


and that the corruptions of it alone 


„ 


poſed to the mockery and aſſault of 


every raſh or daring unbeliever. 


May I be allowed with great de- 


ference to aſk, whether theſe corruptions 


have not gotten a deeper root, by the 


ſanction, and example of too many well 


diſpoſed, even of religious perſons, in 


the preſent and former ages, who have 


had it more at heart to eſtabliſh good 
order by the help of religion; conſider- 
ing it thereby probably more in the 
light of an efficient engine of ſtate, 


than examining, as many of them 


might, and if ſo, ought, whether the 


doctrines were conſonant to the word 


of God, or eſſential deviations from it? 


Unfortunately the hiſtory of the times. 


formed the weak part, which was ex- 
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LL . X00 
declares too plainly the miſtake of theie 
well intentioned men: for irreligion and 
infidelity are increaſing every day; or 
elſe, ſuperſtition reigns in their ſtead, 
and will have a ſtill wider range, until 
the legiſlature ſhall allow an authorized 
review of our Articles and Liturgy, and 
a purer Chriſtianity to be preſented to 
the people, and not liable to the formi- 
dable attacks, which are daily made on 
the preſent ſyſtem. 


Worldly temptations of every kind 
contribute their aid to rivet the fetters, 
which corruption has forged to bind 
down the deluded Chriſtian: let us, 
however, derive ſome comfort, as we 


ought, not only that we were forewarn- 


ed, that this was to happen, that real 


( 57 ) 


Chriſtianity would long have to ſtruggle 
under the teſtimony of a few oppreſſed 
witneſſes; but likewiſe that truth ſhould 
at laſt prevail: for we well know by 
whom it was aſſured, that Chriſt's church 
was built on a rock, and that the gates 


of hell ſhould not prevail againſt it. 


A full belief in- the Articles and 
| Creeds of any church, const as I 
_ conceive, the plaineſt general definition 
of being a member of it. Probably this 
criterion would be found to bear too 
hard on the Church of England: I mean 
provided it were literally exacted, with- 
out prevarication, or any mental re- 
ſervation. For, I never met with that 
perſon who would avow that he be- 


lieved, after due examination, all the 


(# ) 


Articles in the ſenſe in which they were 
enacted, or that he adopted the Atha- 
naſian Creed in its literal ſenſe, dam- 


natory clauſes and all. 


The foregoing profeſſions teſtify that 
I am not able on many effential points 
to conform with theſe Articles, or with 
two of the Creeds: but, it muſt not 
be thence concluded, that IJ have objec- 
tions to an epiſcopalian church; far 
from it ; I am perſuaded that under an 
epiſcopacy, rendered more independent, 
and by ſome reaſonable reforms more 
reſpectable, the affairs of religion would 
be adminiſtered to the beſt advantage 
| by divines, who would no longer have 
any other object of ambition, except 


that of becoming the moſt eſteemed, 


1 
and the moſt learned of their profeſ- 


ſion. 


The knowledge of what Deity is to 
be adored, and what is to be the true 


object of worſhip, as God or gods, forms 
a very eſſential, and moſt important 


point in every religion. It will be ac- 


knowledged by every one, that both 
the Jewiſh, and the Chriſtian religions 


revolt at the idea of polytheiſm, or a 


plurality of Gods. 'To the Jews, we 


read that the very law was delivered. 


from God himſelf from mount Sinai; 
the firſt commandment of which is, 


J am the Lord thy God; thou ſhalt 


have no other gods but me.” To the 


followers of Chriſt, Paul, the great apoſ- 
tle to the Gentiles, after having declared 


( Go ) 


« that God was willing that all men 
ſhould be ſaved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth;” profeſſeth, in an 
expreſſion ſo preciſe, ſo explicit, and fo 
important to us all, that it can never be 
ſufficiently weighed and conſidered; his 
words are theſe; © For there is one 
God, and one mediator between God 
and man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus; who 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be 
teſtified in due time,” 1. Tim. ii. 5, 
Permit me to obſerve, that it is the 
ranſom, or deliverance only, which 
was to be teſtified at the proper time. 
And the apoſtle adds further in the 
ſeventh verſe, © I ſpeak the truth in 
Chriſt and lie not:” or in other words, 
« ] declare to you the peculiar diſtinc- 


tion of the religion of the goſpel, and 


C GJ 
do not deceive you.” Paul meant evi- 
dently in this place to define, and to 
leave no poſſible anbiguity in his ex- 
preſſion, in delivering this, which may 
be called with propriety, a ſhort article 
of Chriſtian faith. Scripture can never 
be illuſtrated on grounds ſo certain and 
ſecure, as where it 1s confirmed by itſelf. 
This is the undoubted declaration of 
= apoſtle, to whom we underſtand 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation was revealed 
in a manner particular to himſelf: let 
us hear, therefore, what may be the 
language of another venerable diſciple 
and apoſtle of Jeſus; when he was called 
on to make a ſolemn and public decla- 
ration concerning his Maſter: Peter 


makes uſe of the following explicit 


662 


Words, Ye men of Iſrael, hear theſe 
words, Jeſus of Nazareth, a man ap- 
proved of God among you, by miracles 
and wonders and ſigns, which God did 
by him, in the midſt of you, as you 
yourſelves alſoknow;” Acts xi. 22. Then, 
let us compare the two declarations; 
and on obſerving their agreement with 
each other, what man who argues fairly, 
will advance, that, if theſe quotations 
be genuine, either of theſe apoſtles could 
conſiſtently or poſſibly conceive Chriſt 
to be God, or could conſider him in any 
light but that of a man, though filled 
without meaſure with every gift of the 
Holy Spirit! How analogous to all this 
is the declaration of our Lord himſelf, 


Wk ik 29: © And Jeſus anſwered 


( 9 } 


him, The firſt of all the commandments 
is, Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is 


one Lord.” - 


The beginning of the firſt of the 
Thirty-nine Articles is perfectly conſo- 
nant to the foregoing poſitions; and to 
the words following L readily give a 
cordial aſſent; There is but one living 
and true God, everlaſting without body, 
parts, or paſſions, of infinite power, wiſ- 
dom, and goodneſs, the maker and pre- 
ſerver of all things viſible and inviſible.” 
Unfortunately, the termination of this 
very Article is fo incompatible with the 
declarations which have been adduced, 
that I am under aſtoniſhment how any, 
who give due credit to the authority of 


the paſſages that have been ſtated, be- 
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664) 
ſides a multitude of ſimilar which might 
be produced, can bring themſelves to 
ſubſcribe to the concluding part of the 
Article, namely, © And in unity of this 
Godhead there be three perſons, of one 
ſubſtance, power, and eternity 3a - 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt.“ 
The ſame doctrine is maintained by the 
creed called the Athanaſian Creed, with 
the addition of other important decla- 
rations, and theſe ſo very uncharitable, 
that, I hope, I do not exceed the bounds 
of this duty, when ] ſay, that the dam- 
natory clauſes of that creed cannot poſ- 
ſibly form any part of the faith of a 
diſciple of Chriſt: and I may be allowed 


to obſerve, without imputation of par- 


tiality, that, of this uncharitableneſs in 


the above-cited creed, Chriſtians are 
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( GS 7 
daily becoming- more and more per- 
ſuaded, and are ready to join in the 
hearty with of archbiſhop Tillotſon, 
that we were well rid of it.“ 

In the judgement of Mr. Locke 
toleration, (complete toleration) will 
ever be the chief characteriſtical mark 
of the true church: and he adds, that, 
„If any one be deſtitute of charity, 
meekneſs, and goodwill in general to- 
wards all mankind, he is certainly yet 
ſhort of being a true Chriſtian. '—< Let 
thoſe men conſider, how heinouſly they 
fin, who adding injuſtice, if not to their 
error, yet certainly to their pride, do 
raſhly and arrogantly take upon them 


to miſuſe the ſervants of another maſter, 


who are not at all accountable to them.” 
4 | 


8 ; 3 
J. 
91 
5 
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( 66 ) 


It would be very ill-becoming in 


me, to attempt the diſcuſſion at length 


of the reaſons alledged by the three 


great diſtinctions of Chriſtians, in order 
to ſupport their own, or to attack the 
creeds of the other two. For, it is well 
known, that men, equal in integrity, 
of talents and learning as eminent, as 
any whom this country did ever pro- 
duce, have exhauſted their abundant 
ſtores in the defence of the Athanaſian, 
or of the Arian, or of the Unitarian 
ſchemes. And if this be admitted, 
ſays a much reſpected prelate, ſurely 


we ought to learn no other leſſon, from 


the diverſity of their opinions, except 


that of perfect moderation and goodwill 
towards all thoſe who happen to differ 


from ourſelves. We ought to entertain 


6 


no other wiſh but that every man may 


be allowed, without loſs of fame or 


fortune, Et ſentire que velit, et que 
ſentiat dicere.” Freedom for his opi- 
nion, and liberty to declare his honeſt 
thought ! This abſolute freedom of in- 
quiry, it is apprehended, is the beſt way 
of inveſtigating the ſenſe of ſcripture, 
the moſt probable means of producing 
an uniformity of opinion, and of ren- 
dering the goſpel diſpenſation, as in- 
telligible to us in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, as we preſume it was to the Chriſ- 


tu ln the firff.” 


Creeds we all know are matters of 
human compoſition, and, as ſuch, falli- 
ble; and we have a fair right to conſider 


theſe as Chriſtian, or otherwiſe, in pro- 
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all moderation and goodwill t 
thoſe whoſe opinions are even moſt op- 
poſite to our own. No individual, or 
body of individuals, can poſſibly have a 


right to interfere between God and a 


man's conſcience, except by the moſt 


friendly admonition and interpoſition; 
much leſs can any man have a right to 
doom his neighbour to everlaſting pu- 
niſhment, merely becauſe he can not 
bend his mind to adopt what the other 
believeth. 


But to return to the words of the 
firſt Article of the Church of England, 
in which every perſon, ranking himſelf 


\ 


( ©9 ) 


a member of it, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
acquieſce. If I ſhould admit (for ar- 
gument's ſake alone I mean) that the 
doctrine of three perſons, united in the 
Godhead, was correctly that of the New 
Teſtament, it would by no means fol- 
low, according to the termination of 
this ſame article, © And in unity of 
this Godhead, there be three perſons of 
one ſubſtance, power, and eternity: the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt:” 
ſince ſcripture ſo far from ſupporting 
the doctrine, joins with hiſtory to teſtify 
againſt any early belief of it. In theſe 
days it will be thought, that nothing 
can leſs tend to edify than a meta- 
phyſical, vague, and vain ſearch into 
the ſubſtance of either the Father, or 


of the Son; of which we can know 


(90 
nothing: though we do know, that 
God is a Spirit;” and receive this in- 
formation' from the mouth of our Lord 
himſelf, John iv. 24. I therefore quit 
this part of the ſubject. 


On the head of equal in power we 
cannot but pay alſo due attention to the 
declarations of Chriſt, and ſee whether 
theſe confirm or reject the aſſertion of 


this article. 


Chriſt ſays, I aſcend to my Father 
and your Father, and to my God and 
your God,” John xx. 17. © For my 
Father is greater than I,” John xiv. 28. 
J can of my own ſelf do nothing: as 
I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 


_ juſt ; becauſe I ſeek not my own will, 


( 1) 


but the will of the Father which hath 
ſent me.” John v. 30. © As the living 
Father hath ſent me, and I live by the 
Father,” John vi. 87.9 But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man: no, not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father,” Mark x11. 32. 
Did not Jeſus anſwer to the young man, 
Mark x. 18, And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Why calleſt thou me good? there 1s 
none good but one, that is, God.” Allow 
me alſo to mention in Chriſt's moſt ſo- 
lemn, and affecting prayer, recorded in 
the 17th chapter of John's goſpel, that, 
which is too plain to be perverted by the 


whole power of criticiſm: it is this, 


:M And this is life eternal, that they may 


know thee, the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent.” 
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A few corroborating paſſages from 


the apoſtles: and I have ſaid, I think, 


enough to prove to every unbiaſſed mind 
that the New Teſtament in no place ad- 
mits an equality between God the Fa- 
ther, and Jeſus Chriſt: and therefore 
that the aſſertion of ſuch an equality in 


the Article can not be thence derived. 


St. Paul thus ſpeaks in the following, 


and various other places; 2. Cor. i. 3. 


Hleſſed be God, even the Father of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort: 
or rather, as it clearly ſtands in the 
original; Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c.“ 


Gal. i. 1, God the Father, who raiſed 
him (Chriſt) from the dead.” Epheſ. 


C89 
i. 3, Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” St. Peter in the 
ſame identical words, 1. Peter 1. 3, thus 
clearly expreſſes himſelf; < Blefled be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope, by the reſiurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead.” It will be found 
very difficult to reconcile theſe inſtances, 
(the authenticity of none of which has 
ever been queſtioned) with the equality 
of the Father, and of the Son. With 
ſome perſons, they may ſtill go farther; 


"> * 


particularly if they give weight to the 


obſervation of a reſpectable writer, who 
ſtates it as certain, « that theſe forms of 
ſpeaking, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, are never uſed by the four 
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evangeliſts, or the other ſacred writers, 
in any one place or paſſage throughout 
the New Teſtament.” It is ſaid alſo 
that 1 — or, Almighty, is ten 
times to be found in the New Teftament, 
but not in a ſingle inſtance applied to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, or to the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit. 


Having now ſufficiently, as I con- 
ceive, brought evidence from 1cripture 
againſt the equality of the Father of all, 
and of the Son, I muſt beg leave to 
mention the general opinion, on this 
head, of the fathers and writers of the 
three firſt centuries. It would be dif- 
ficult for any man from their works to 
give an unconteſted inſtance of real 
divinity being aſcribed to Chriſt, before 
it was adopted by that learned and re- 


* 
ſpectable philoſopher, Juſtin Martyr. 
And I would add to this, that no father 
of the church before the time of the 
© | 
council of Nice ever expreſſed himſelf 


in ſuch a manner, as to place the divi- 


nity, attributed to the Son, on a level 


or equality with that, which was the 
due of the Father Almighty. Indeed 
by the deciſion of that very council (con- 


ducted under great influence, as it was) 


no farther do thoſe divines declare af- 
firmatively, than that Chriſt is God f 
God, or in plain words, not of himſelf | j 


God; a diſtinction conſtantly made from 


Juſtin Martyr's days, the firſt direct and 
undoubted afferter of the divinity of 
Chriſt, till ſome time after this famous 


council, when its doctrine was over- 


ruled by ſubſequent councils; and ſo far 


2 


(83 


were all the early writers from under- 
ſtanding the expreſſion of our Lord, 
J and my Father are one; to mean 
one perſon, as later divines have for ſo 
long a time expounded it, that they all | 
agree in thoſe early days, that the de- 
claration related only to their being of 
one mind, or of one diſpoſition, or fol- 
lowing one and the ſame purpoſe, and 
to mark the ſuperiority of the Father by 
the appellation of auroxpa]we, a Being, 
having all power in himſelf, or,- owing 
his power to no other; an appellation, 
never attributed by the ancient fathers 
to Chriſt. Thus it appears that the 
doctrine of the Trinity, as maintained in 
the Articles of the Church, and parti- 
cularized in the Creed, called Athana- 


ſian, which is adopted and enjoined by 


4 ) 


the eighth of theſe Articles, goes much 
beyond the decifion and opinion of that 
numerous body of biſhops and divines, 
which by the command of Conſtantine 
the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, was con- 
vened in the year 325 at Nice, or Nicæa, | 


in Bithynia. 


The Athanaſian Creed was probably 
compoſed above a century after that 
period; and did not gain admiſſion even 
into the Church of Rome till about the 
year 1000; but, unfortunately it ſtill 
remains as a Creed, required from thoſe 
who profeſs to be of the Church of 
England, and who are called upon, be- 
fore the face of Almighty God, to make 
a a ſolemn declaration of their belief in it. 


The very introduction to which is this, 


(9 


** Whoſoever will be ſaved: before all 
things it is neceſſary that he hold the 
Catholic faith, which faith, except every 
one do keep whole and undefiled: with- 
out doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly : 
and the Catholic faith is this; that we 
worſhip one God in trinity, and trinity 


* . 39 
in unity. 


«© Shew me,” exclaims moſt juſtly 
an anonymous, but reſpectable writer; 
« Shew me, thou that judgeſt another 
man's ſervant ſo harſhly, thou that 
boldly ſayeſt without doubt he ſhall 
periſh everlaſtingly, ſhew me, in what 
part of the Bible, men are commanded 
to worſhip one God in trinity, and 
trinity in unity The ſanction is dread- 
ful, the law ſhould be plain.” 


( 79 ) 
+ will ſurpriſe many of you more, 
when you obſerve that the word trini ty 
occurs not at all in the whole New Teſ- 
tament; and I believe that the word is 
not to be met with in any unqueſtioned 
paſſage from the writings of the fathers 
before the fourth century; and what is 
of more conſequence, that the phraſes in 
which the different parts of the creed 


are expreſſed, are not ſcripture phraſes. 


I have been led on to ſay ſo much 
more, than J at firſt propoſed, againſt 
the eſſential Article of the Church, re- 
quiring an adherence to this uncharitable 
creed, the damnatory clauſes of which 
extend from the beginning to the end 
of the creed, and denounce damnation 


againſt all, who do not belieye every 


F 1 F 
= " ayes es. os — r A k 

* E + ol —_ 1 R . . . _ 
he » LS. jr bas p I J * nn _ F * a 4 

# * * — ＋ 2 T {Ie ned? as 
* * 6 * - 
7 * 
- 


E 


part of it; that I muſt wiſh to defer 


my objections to many other of the 


Articles to a future day: if the oppor- 


tunity, and the means of ſtating them 
ſhould be allowed to me. 

My objections are weighty againſt 
the Article of the Church on original, 


or birth-ſin, or, in other words, the 


natural depravity of man: againſt the 


doctrine maintained relative to good 
works, done before juſtification, having 
the nature of ſin; againſt that on pre- 
deſtination, and ſome others. But I 
truſt that I have ſaid enough without 
entering now on theſe, to prove that, 
if 1 be in the wrong, it is with an 


honeſt and firm deſire of ſearching for 


| the truth. 
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It may be ſaid, that the objections 


*S have ſtated, are of a nature ſo im- 


portant, as to require a much deeper in- 
veſtigation, than is to be found, in theſe 


reſlections—1 admit it and anſwer; 


that it is only from an unprejudiced 


ſearch into the ſcriptures of the Old 


and New Teſtaments, that it can be 
proved, whether the objections ſtand 
on ſolid grounds or not. It is from 


that ſource alone that we can know 


the revealed will of God: and it is 


from thence that I venture to draw my 
juſtification, for wiſhing to join in com- 
munion with a Church, which will ad- 
mit no Article of faith that is not ex- 
preſſed in the very words of ſcripture, 
no Creed which diſclaims the right of 


private judgement in the concerns of 
| es 


# 
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THE END. 
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creature for conſcience ſake 


the right of perſecuting any human 4 


